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Jean-Paul COLIN (1948 - 2013) passed away 
at the end of this summer and his departure is a 
cruel loss for our community, not only as a 
scientist of international repute, but also as an 
outstanding organizer and, for a number of us, 
as a good friend. 

Following his PhD degree in micropaleontolo-
gy from the University of Paris VI in 1973, he 
spent his entire career in the exploration branch 
of the oil industry, first with EXXON in Houston 
and Bègles from 1974 to 1989, and then with 
ESSO REP in Bègles from 1989 to 2000. Initial-
ly, he worked on biostratigraphical micropaleon-
tology, and later focused on ostracods, sequen-
ce stratigraphy and stratigraphic syntheses. 
From 2000 and until recently, he provided con-
sultancy to several oil companies. Jean-Paul 
COLIN also gave "training courses" to PETRO-
BRAS and PETROCI, as well as "workshops" in 
Brazil (UNISINOS, São Leopoldo; University of 
Brasília; PETROBRAS, Rio de Janeiro) and Portu-
gal (University of Lisbon). He taught applied mi-
cropaleontology in ENSEGID Bordeaux 3 and 
was a Research Associate at the University of 
Lisbon.  

His scientific work has never slowed down. 
Throughout his career and into retirement, he 
published or contributed to more than 300 pu-
blications and presentations at international 
conferences. Many times he was invited as a 
member for thesis juries in France and abroad. 
He was an internationally recognized authority 
on ostracods, especially those of the Creta-
ceous, but also had an excellent knowledge of 

the whole group throughout the post-Paleozoic 
time interval.  

Jean-Paul COLIN was a great field and labora-
tory naturalist and as a scientific partner was 
always open to often lively discussion. His 
enthusiasm for the ostracods was huge and it 
was a pleasure to discuss with him. His special 
qualities were: that he was familiar with all the 
relevant literature; he had an encyclopedic me-
mory; he always knew where to find the neces-
sary literature and was able to comment on the 
specimens under investigation. He quickly iden-
tified the interesting and unusual subjects to be 
published. Being a very friendly person, he hel-
ped ostracodologists worldwide who went to 
him with questions, particularly the young. 

Besides these activities, Jean-Paul COLIN was 
member of the editorial board of several inter-
national journals: A Stereo Atlas of Ostracod 
Shells, African Geosciences Journal, Annales de 
Paléontologie, Open Journal of Paleontology, 
and the Paleontology Journal. He was associate 
editor of Carnets de Géologie and Revue de 
Micropaléontologie. 

Jean-Paul COLIN was a member of several 
scientific societies (Société Géologique de Fran-
ce, The Micropalaeontological Society, The In-
ternational Paleontologists Association, Associa-
tion des Paléontologues Français, Association 
des Géologues du Sud-Ouest). He was also acti-
vely involved for many years in the life of the 
"Réserve Naturelle de Saucats-La Brède" (Natu-
ral Reserve of Saucats-La Brède).  
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After 2000, he was the soul and inspiration 
for the meetings of the "Ostracodologistes de 
Langue française" that he opened up beyond the 
French-speaking community. He will remain a 
focal point for the community and a facilitator 
hard to replace. 
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BHANDARI A. & COLIN J.-P. (1999).- Ostraco-
des limniques des sédiments inter-trappéens 
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n° 2, p. 105-117. 

COLIN J.-P. (2000).- Inventaire annoté des 
ostracodes marins des Départements et Terri-
toires d'Outre-mer (DOM-TOM). 1 : Océan In-
dien (Iles de la Réunion et de Mayotte) (suite et 
fin).- Bulletin de la Société Linnéenne de Bor-
deaux, vol. 28, n° 3, p. 119-132. 

COLIN J.-P., CABRAL M.C., DÉPÊCHE F. & METTE 
W. (2000).- Sinuocythere n. gen. (Ostracoda, 
Limnocytheridae, Timiriaseviinae), a new genus 
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2002 
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raminifera and ostracodes to detect key strati-
graphic surfaces. In: OLSON H. & LECKIE R.M. 
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blication, 75, p. 263-299. 
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